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                                                             Concept of Conference



The 7th International Conference
Cooperation in the Framework of the Eastern Partnership
July 15-17, 2010 
Sheraton Hotel, Batumi, Georgia
Since the launch of the EU`s new initiative – “Eastern Partnership”, Georgia has been effectively involved in both bilateral and multilateral formats of cooperation. The Government of Georgia regards the initiative as an effective mechanism for cooperation with the EU and its Eastern partners, which goes far beyond the current European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) frames and foresees greater opportunities for the political association and economic integration with the EU.
The main principles and perspectives offered by the Eastern Partnership are largely in line with Georgia’s priorities: Conclusion of an Association Agreement including Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA), Gradual visa liberalization, Energy security, political, economic and social convergence with the EU and etc. The multilateral cooperation with other partner countries is successfully developing in the framework of Thematic Platforms and different Flagship Initiatives on good governance and democracy, energy diversification and efficiency, integrated border management, trade and regulatory convergence, economic development, culture and education. 
With regards to the bilateral cooperation, the launch of negotiations on the Association Agreement including DCFTA will bring political and economic relationship between Georgia and the EU on a new level.

In the context of the Russia-Georgia war and ongoing occupation by Russia of Georgia’s territories as well as continuing annexation policy of these territories and the ethnic cleansing, the EU’s role becomes more and more important. At this stage, it is critical to recognize the fact of occupation and maintain and enhance the EUMM’s presence on the ground. The EU's support for implementation of the State Strategy of the Government of Georgia on Occupied Territories and its Action Plan has a particular significance in the light of building peace and stability in the region.
Since 2007, it has become a good tradition initiated by the Office of the State Minister of Georgia for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration to organise the semi-annual conferences – “Georgia’s European Way” with the special purpose: to demonstrate progress of the ENP Action Plan implementation and discuss the main issues of EU-Georgia relations. The conference brings together the representatives of the Government of Georgia, the European Commission, the EU Member states, as well as diplomatic corps, Georgian and European MPs, local and international NGOs. 

The 7th International Conference “Georgia’s European Way” will be held on 15-17, 2010 in Batumi, to discuss the cooperation in the framework of the Eastern Partnership, namely the issues of improvement of Security and Stability, the EU’s role in Russia-Georgia conflict resolution, political association and economic convergence with the EU, the preparation for the DCFTA with the EU, as well as prospect for development of people to people contacts. 

The conference will include four thematic sessions:

The Session on Security and Stability will be dedicated to the Security and Stability Challenges in the Eastern Partnership region, the EU’s increased role in Russia-Georgia conflict resolution, the EU’s support in implementation of the State Strategy of the Government of Georgia on the Occupied Territories – “Engagement Through Cooperation”. 
The Session on Democracy and Rule of Law will discuss Georgia’s “Second Wave” of Democratic Reforms in action, increased media pluralism, enhancing role of the Parliament and independence of the judiciary, further improvement and changes of the electoral legislation and reinforcement of the rule of law.

The Session on Economic Convergence with EU policies will discuss prospects of the Deep and Comprehensive FTA with the EU, challenges of regulatory convergence, energy security issues, energy efficiency and renewable energy, trade and economic related reforms. 

The Session on People to People Contacts and the EU Projects will invite different stakeholders from the EU and Georgia to discuss different dimensions of the People to People Contacts: education, culture, youth, as well as new opportunities for participation in the EU projects and programmes. 
 Organisation of the Conference 
The Conference is funded by the European Union and organised by the Office of the State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration and IBF International Consulting.

For further information please contact: 
Office of the State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration
Address: 7, Ingorokva str., Tbilisi 0134, Georgia
Tel/Fax: (+995 32) 92 30 55

E-mail: conferencegeorgia@yahoo.com 

http://eu-integration.gov.ge 

                                                        List of Participants
The 7th International Conference
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July 15-17, 2010 
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19. Mr. David Jalagania – Deputy Minister
20. Mr. Thornike Gordadze – Deputy Minister 

21. Ms. Salome Samadashvili – Ambassador, Embassy of Georgia to the  Kingdom of Belgium and Grand Duchy of Luxemburg and Mission of Georgia to the European Union 
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43. Mr. Nodar Kereselidze – Head of International Relations’ Department 
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46. Mr. Irakli Adeishvili – Judge, Chamber of Civil Cases

Autonomous Republic of Adjara 
47. Mr. Levan Varshalomidze – Chairman of the Government 
48. Mr. Mikheil Makharadze – Chairman of the Supreme Council 
49. Mr. Niaz Zosidze – Deputy Chairman of the Supreme Council
50. Mr. Petre Zambakhidze – Chairman of the Commission of the Supreme Council on Constitutional, Legal and Procedural Affairs   
51. Ms. Asmat Diasamidze – Chairman of the Commission of the Supreme Council on Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Sport Affairs   
Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia
52. Mr. Giorgi Baramia – Chairman of the Government 
Provisional Administration of South Ossetia

53. Mr. Dimitri Sanakoev – Head of the Provisional Administration
54. Mr. Zurab Antadze – Director of the Foreign Relations Department  
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National Security Council of Georgia
56. Mr. Irakli Porchkhidze – Deputy Secretary
57. Mrs. Irine Bartaia – Director of Foreign and Economic Policy Department
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60. Ms. Darejan Dughashvili – Adviser to the Head of the Service 
National Centre for Intellectual Property (Sakpatenti)

61. Mr. Irakli Ghvaladze – Chairman
National Centre for Accreditation
62. Mr. Paata Gogolidze – Director-General
63. Mr. Malkhaz Kharebava – Deputy Director-General 
The Council of the European Union

64. H.E. Peter Semneby – EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus
65. Mr. Mark  Fawcett – Team Leader, Political Adviser to the EUSR Semneby 

66. Mr. Saulius Norkunas – Deputy Team Leader of the EUSR’s Border Support Team (BST)

67. Ms. Claire Delessard – Political Adviser to the EUSR for the SC in Tbilisi
68. Mr. Fredrik Wesslau – Political Adviser to the EUSR Semneby 

69. Ms. Stiina Rajala – EUSR Police Liaison Officer
70. Mr. Dato Tsulaia – National Expert to the EUSR BST
The European Commission


71. Mr. Gunner Wiegand – Director, Directorate of Eastern Europe, Southern Caucasus, Central Asian Republics, Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission 
72. H.E. Per Eklund – Ambassador, Head of Delegation of the European Union to Georgia
73. Mr. Martin Klaucke – Head of Operations Section, Delegation of the European Union to Georgia
74. Mr. Bernard Phillipe – International Relations Officer, Desk Officer Georgia, Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission
75. Ms. Deren Derya – International Relations Officer, Desk Officer Georgia: Political Relations, JLS, Technical Assistance and Cooperation,  Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission
76. Mr. Cãlin Ionut Ungur – Policy Officer, Coordination of ENP Action Plan Implementation, Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission 
77. Ms. Tamara Khulordava – Project Manager, Delegation of the European Union to Georgia
78. Mr. Oliver Reisner – Project Manager, Delegation of the European Union to Georgia

79. Ms. Eva Troya Blanco – Project Manager, Delegation of the European Union to Georgia
80. Mrs. Nayla Wiegand – Accompanying Mr. Gunner Wiegand, Director, Directorate of Eastern Europe, Southern Caucasus, Central Asian Republics, Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission
The European Parliament

81. Mr. Zoran Thaler – Vice-Chairman, Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats (S&D)
82. Mr. Pawel Robert Kowal – Chairman, Parliamentary Cooperation Committee (PCC) to Ukraine, European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR)
83. Mr. Marek Henryk Migalski – Member, European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR)
Representatives of the EU Member States

The Czech Republic 

84. Mr. Jaromir Stetina – Deputy Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security of the Senate of the Parliament

85. H.E. Ivan Jestřāb – Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Georgia
86. Ms. Pavlína Hájková – Personal Assistant to Deputy Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security of the Senate of the Parliament 
87. Ms. Alena Doležalová – Secretary of the Foreign Committee of the Senate of the Czech Republic 
Kingdom of Sweden
88. Mr. Jan Nyberg – Director, Deputy Head of Department, Department for Eastern Europe and Central Asia,
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

89. Mrs. Anna Hammarlund-Blixt – Deputy-Director and Eastern Partnership Coordinator, Department for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, Ministry for Foreign Affairs
90. Mr. Alf Eliasson – Counselor, Head of Development Section, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) 
Republic of Hungary

91. H.E. Gabor Sagi – Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary to Georgia 

Kingdom of the Netherlands

92. H.E.  Pieter Jan Langenberg – Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Georgia
Republic of Poland


93. Mr. Michal Szczerba – Member of the Seimas, Vice-chairman of the Georgian-Polish Parliamentary Group
94. Mr. Tomasz Orlowski – Head of Section of Central Asia and South Caucasus, Eastern Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
95. Mr. Maciej Dachowski – First Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Poland to Georgia

96. Mr. Piotr Burzyński – First Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Poland to Georgia
97. Mr. Lech Kończak – Second Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Poland to Georgia
Republic of France

98. H.E. Eric Fournier – Ambassador of the Republic of France to Georgia
99. Ms. Mireille Musso – Former Ambassador of the Republic of France to Georgia
Federal Republic of Germany
100. Mr. Gerhard Almer – Head of Division E06, German Federal Foreign Office 
101. H.E. Ortwin Hennig – Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Georgia
Kingdom of Belgium
102. H.E. Stéphane De Loecker – Ambassador Designate of the Kingdom of Belgium to Georgia
Republic of Italy

103. Mr. Franco Inpala – Charge d’Affaires, Embassy of the Republic of Italy to Georgia
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

104. Mrs. Karen Moran – Charge d'Affaires, Embassy of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to Georgia 
105. Mr. James Moor – Desk Officer, Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Republic of Finland 

106. Ms. Marita Maunola – Second Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Finland to Georgia
Kingdom of Denmark

107. Mr. Alessandro Bartolini – Political Adviser to the Embassy of Denmark to Georgia
Republic of Bulgaria

108. H.E. Branimir Radev – Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria to Georgia
Republic of Estonia
109. Mr. Silver Meikar – Member of Estonia-Georgian Parliamentary Friendship Group, Estonia PACE Delegation and Foreign Affairs Committee, Parliament of Estonia

110. Mr. Rein Taamsaare – Head of the Central Asia and Eastern Europe Division, 3rd Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Estonia


111. Mr. Martin Karner – Political and Economic Affairs Officer, Embassy of the Republic of Estonia
Republic of Lithuania
112. Mr. Laimonas Talat-Kelpsa – Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania to Georgia

Non EU Member States

The United States of America

113. Mr. Kent Logsdon – Deputy Chief of the Mission, Embassy of the United States of America 
Republic of Turkey

114. H.E. Yaşar Yakiş – Chairman of the EU Harmonization Commission of the Turkey Grand National Assembly
115. H.E. Levent Murat Burhan – Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to Georgia
116. Mr. Tuğrul Ercan Özten – Consul General of the Republic of Turkey in Batumi           

Republic of Ukraine
117. Ms. Natalya Klochkova – Judge
118. Mr. Aleksandr Nosal – Head of Local Council Vishgorod District of Kiev
119. Mr. Vitaly Bala – Director of the Situation Modelling Agency
120. Mr. Vladislav Lomako – First secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Ukraine to Georgia
121. Ms. Oksana Shulyar –  Political Adviser to the Head of the Committee on European Integration, the Parliament of Ukraine (Verkhovna Rada)
Republic of Belarus

122. Mr. Valentin Chekanov – Minister of Trade
123. Ms. Nadezhda Kotkovets – First Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Food 
124. Mr. Vitaly Prima – Deputy Minister of Industry

International Organizations 

125. Mr. Borys Wodz – Special Representative of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe in Georgia 

126. Ms. Mary Shehan – Head of Mission, International Organization for Migration (IOM) to Georgia, UN
Non-governmental Sector
127. Mr. Konstantine Zaldastanishvili – Ambassador, Secretary-General of the EU-Georgian Business Council 
128. Mr. Geir Westgaard – Member of the Board of the EU-Georgia Business Council, Statoil ASA, Vice President and Head of the EU Affairs Office in Brussels 
129. Dr. Antje Herrberg – Director, European Forum for International Mediation and Dialogue

130. Mr. Paul Doubleday – British Council Director in the South Caucasus
131. Ms. Maia Kipshidze – Assistant to the British Council Director in the South Caucasus
132. Mr. Fadi Asli – Chairman of the Board, International Chamber of Commerce in Georgia
133. Mr. Markus Meckel – Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR and Former Member of the Bundestag
134. Dr. Matyas Eörsi – Former Leader of ALDE Group, Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, Former Chairperson, European Affairs Committee of the Parliament of the Republic of Hungary
135. Mr. Giorgi Chanturia – Director General, Georgian Public Broadcaster
136. Mr. Kakha Gogolashvili – Director, European Studies, Georgian Foundation for Strategic and International Studies
137. Mr. Irakli Rekhviashvili – Project Manager, Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative, Open Society Institute 
138. Mr. Levan Tsutskiridze – Founder, President, Association for International Relations (AIR)
139. Mr. Erekle Natadze – Research Fellow, Free University 
140. Dr. Iris Kempe – Director, South Caucasus Regional Office of the Heinrich-Boll Foundation

141. Ms. Tatia Julakidze – Adviser, BP plc, European Government Affairs, Brussels
142. Mr. Tengiz Pkhaladze – Chairman, International, Centre for Geopolitical Studies
143. Mr. Giorgi Khubua – Rector, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University 
144. Mr. David Lordkipanidze – Director of the Georgian National Museum
145. Ms. Ketevan Vashakidze – Country Director, Eurasia Partnership Foundation 
146. Mr. Franco Vaccari – President, “Citadel of Peace”
147. Mr. Malkhaz

HYPERLINK "http://www.osgf.ge/index.php?lang_id=GEO&sec_id=94" Saldadze – Civil Society Support Program Coordinator, Open Society Georgia Foundation

148. Ms. Teona Lavrelashvili – President, European Youth Parliament Georgia
149. Mr. Marc Hujer –  Reporter, Foreign desk, Der Spiegel
150. Ms. Nino Lapiashvili –   Director, Institute for European Studies, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University
151. Mr. Abesalom Aslanidze – Projects Manager, Information Centre for Georgia-EU Relations
152. Ms. Uta Beyer – Executive Director, German Business Association Georgia

EU Funded Projects 

153. Ms. Lika Glonti – National TEMPUS Office Coordinator
154. Ms. Maia Chochua – Deputy Team Leader, EU Project Capacity Building in Support of Rule of Law in Georgia
155. Mr. Dimitri Kemoklidze – Director, Georgian-European Economic Policy and Legal Advice Centre (GEPLAC)
156. Mr. Kennth Munther – Team Leader, Georgian-European Economic Policy and Legal Advice Centre (GEPLAC)  
157. Mr. David Gvenetadze – Senior Economic Expert, Georgian-European Economic Policy and Legal Advice Centre (GEPLAC) 
158. Mr. Irakli Sokolovski – Senior Legal expert, Georgian-European Economic Policy and Legal Advice Centre (GEPLAC) 
                                             
                                           
                                        Program of  Conference
The 7th International Conference
Georgia’s European Way
Cooperation in the Framework of the Eastern Partnership 

July 15-17, 2010 


Sheraton Hotel, Batumi, Georgia
July 15

Arrival of participants in Batumi

20:00 Opening Dinner (Venue: Intourist Palace Hotel, Restaurant Tbilisi, 1st floor)
July 16

09:30 – 10:00 Registration / welcoming coffee

10:00 – 11:30 Opening of the Conference & Joint Session (Sheraton Hotel, Camelia Hall, 1st floor)
Mr. Giorgi Baramidze – Vice Prime Minister of Georgia, State Minister on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration

Mr. Gunner Wiegand – Director, Directorate of Eastern Europe, Southern Caucasus, Central Asian Republics, Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission
Main speakers (10 minutes):

Moderated by: Mrs. Tamar Beruchashvili – First Deputy State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration

1. Mr. Temur Yakobashvili – Vice Prime Minister of Georgia, State Minister for Reintegration 
2. Mr. David Jalagania – Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia 
3. Mr. Irakli Adeishvili – Judge, Chamber of Civil Cases, Tbilisi Appeal Court
Followed by questions and answers

11:30 – 12:00 Coffee/Tea Break 

12:00 – 13:30 Two parallel thematic sessions 

Format of all sessions: Moderated discussion among all attendees 

Session I: Security and Stability (Sheraton Hotel, Camelia Hall, 1st floor)
Main topics: Security and stability challenges in the Eastern Partnership region, the EU’s increased role in Russia-Georgia conflict resolution, the EU’s support in implementation of State Strategy of the Government of Georgia on the Occupied Territories – “Engagement Through Cooperation”

Moderated by: Dr. Antje Herrberg – Director, European Forum for International Mediation and Dialogue
Main Discussants (5 minutes):

1. Mr. Giorgi Bokeria – First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia
2. Mr. Peter Semneby – EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus
3. Mr. David Rakviashvili – Deputy State Minister of Georgia for Reintegration 

4. Mr. Dimitri Sanakoev – Head of the Provisional Administration of South Ossetia 
5. Mr. Giorgi Baramia – Chairman of the Government of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia 
Interventions (3 minutes):
1. H.E. Yaşar Yakiş – Chairman of the EU Harmonization Commission of the Turkey Grand National Assembly
2. Mr. Jaromir Stetina – Deputy Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security of the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic

3. Dr. Iris Kempe – Director, South Caucasus Regional Office of the Heinrich-Boll Foundation

Session II:  Economic Convergence with EU Policies (Sheraton Hotel, Begonia Hall, 1st floor)
Main topics: Prospects of the Deep and Comprehensive FTA with the EU, challenges and regulatory convergence, energy security issues, energy efficiency and renewable energy, trade and economic related reforms 

Moderated by: Mr. Kakha Gogolashvili – Director, European Studies, Georgian Foundation for Strategic and International Studies 
Main Discussants (5 minutes):

1. Mr. Gunner Wiegand – Director, Directorate of Eastern Europe, Southern Caucasus, Central Asian Republics, Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission 
2. Ms. Tamar Kovziridze – Chief Adviser to the Prime Minister of Georgia 
3. Mrs. Mariam Valishvili – First Deputy Minister of Energy of Georgia
4. Mr. Geir Westgaard – Member of the Board of the EU-Georgia Business Council, Statoil ASA, Vice president and Head of the EU Affairs Office in Brussels 
5. Mr. Vakhtang Lezhava – Chief Adviser to the Prime Minister of Georgia
Interventions (3 minutes):
1. Mr. Fadi Asli – Chairman of the Board, International Chamber of Commerce in Georgia 
2. Mr. Dimitri Kemoklidze – Director, EU Project – Georgian-European Economic Policy and Legal Advice Centre (GEPLAC)
3. Mr. Irakli Rekhviashvili – Project Manager, Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative, Open Society Institute 
13:30 – 15:00 Lunch (Sheraton Hotel, Sunflower Restaurant, ground floor) 
15:00 – 16:30 Two parallel thematic sessions 

Session III:  Democracy and Rule of Law (Sheraton Hotel, Camelia Hall, 1st floor)
Main topics: Georgia’s “Second Wave” of Democratic Reforms in action, increased media pluralism, enhancing role of the Parliament and independence of the judiciary, results of the local elections, reinforcement of the rule of law

Moderated by: Dr. Matyas Eörsi – Former Leader of ALDE Group, Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, Former Chairperson, European Affairs Committee of the Parliament of the Republic of Hungary 

Main Discussants (5 minutes):

1. Ms. Khatuna Kalmakhelidze – Minister of for Corrections and Legal Assistance of Georgia
2. Mr. Gunner Wiegand – Director, Directorate of Eastern Europe, Southern Caucasus, Central Asian Republics, Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission
3. Mr. Giorgi Kandelaki – Deputy Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, Parliament of Georgia
4. Mr. Irakli Adeishvili – Judge, Chamber of Civil Cases, Tbilisi Appeal Court
5. Ms. Tinatin Burjaliani – First Deputy Minister of Justice of Georgia
6. Mr. Giorgi Chanturia – Director General, Georgian Public Broadcaster

Interventions (3 minutes):
1. Mr. Markus Meckel – Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of GDR and Former Member of the Bundestag
2. Mr. Borys Wodz – Special Representative of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe in Georgia 
Session IV: People to People Contacts and the EU supported projects (Sheraton Hotel, Begonia Hall, 1st floor)
Main topics: Different dimensions of the people to people contacts: education, culture, youth, new opportunities for participation in the EU projects and programmes

Moderated by: Mr. Paul Doubleday – British Council Director in the South Caucasus
Main Discussants (5 minutes):

1. Mr. Giorgi Khachidze – Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resource of Georgia
2. Mr. Giorgi Avaliani – First Deputy Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs of Georgia 
3. Mr. Giorgi Kipiani – Deputy Minister of Culture and Monument Protection of Georgia

4. Mr. Nodar Surguladze – Deputy Minister of Education and Science of Georgia 

5. Mr. Oliver Reisner – Project Manager, Delegation of the European Union to Georgia 

6. Mrs. Tamar Beruchashvili – First Deputy State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration
Interventions (3 minutes):
1. Mr. David Lordkipanidze – Director of the Georgian National Museum 

2. Ms. Lika Glonti – National TEMPUS Office Coordinator
3. Mr. Malkhaz

 HYPERLINK "http://www.osgf.ge/index.php?lang_id=GEO&sec_id=94"  Saldadze – Civil Society Support Program Coordinator, Open Society Georgia Foundation

16:30 – 17:00 Break (coffee/tea) 

17:00 – 17:30 Closing session / Summing up (Sheraton Hotel, Camelia Hall, 1st floor)
Closing remarks:

Mr. David Darchiashvili – Chairman, Committee on European Integration, Parliament of Georgia
Mr. Giorgi Baramidze – Vice Prime Minister of Georgia, State Minister on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration 

20:00 Dinner (on Behalf of Mr. Levan Varshalomidze, Head of the Government of the Autonomous Republic of Adjara, Venue: Restaurant Megrul-Lazuri, Batumi, Departure from Intourist Palace Hotel, at 19:45)  

July 17

Excursion:  Batumi Botanical Garden – Gonio Castle


(Departure from Intourist Palace Hotel, at 10:00 a.m.)

Working languages of the conference are Georgian and English

