The 7th International Conference

Georgia’s European Way

Cooperation in the Framework of the Eastern Partnership 
July 15-17, 2010 
Sheraton Hotel, Batumi, Georgia
July 15
Arrival of participants in Batumi
20:00 Opening Dinner (Venue: Intourist Palace Hotel, Restaurant Tbilisi, 1st floor)
July 16
09:30 – 10:00 Registration / welcoming coffee
10:00 – 11:30 Opening of the Conference & Joint Session (Sheraton Hotel, Camelia Hall, 1st floor)
Mr. Giorgi Baramidze – Vice Prime Minister of Georgia, State Minister on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration
Mr. Gunner Wiegand – Director, Directorate of Eastern Europe, Southern Caucasus, Central Asian Republics, Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission
Main speakers (10 minutes):

Moderated by: Mrs. Tamar Beruchashvili – First Deputy State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration

1. Mr. Temur Yakobashvili – Vice Prime Minister of Georgia, State Minister for Reintegration 
2. Mr. David Jalagania – Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia 
3. Mr. Irakli Adeishvili – Judge, Chamber of Civil Cases, Tbilisi Appeal Court
Followed by questions and answers
11:30 – 12:00 Coffee/Tea Break 

12:00 – 13:30 Two parallel thematic sessions 

Format of all sessions: Moderated discussion among all attendees 

Session I: Security and Stability (Sheraton Hotel, Camelia Hall, 1st floor)
Main topics: Security and stability challenges in the Eastern Partnership region, the EU’s increased role in Russia-Georgia conflict resolution, the EU’s support in implementation of State Strategy of the Government of Georgia on the Occupied Territories – “Engagement Through Cooperation”

Moderated by: Dr. Antje Herrberg – Director, European Forum for International Mediation and Dialogue
Main Discussants (5 minutes):

1. Mr. Giorgi Bokeria – First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia
2. Mr. Peter Semneby – EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus
3. Mr. David Rakviashvili – Deputy State Minister of Georgia for Reintegration 

4. Mr. Dimitri Sanakoev – Head of the Provisional Administration of South Ossetia 
5. Mr. Giorgi Baramia – Chairman of the Government of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia 
Interventions (3 minutes):
1. H.E. Yaşar Yakiş – Chairman of the EU Harmonization Commission of the Turkey Grand National Assembly
2. Mr. Jaromir Stetina – Deputy Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security of the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic
3. Dr. Iris Kempe – Director, South Caucasus Regional Office of the Heinrich-Boll Foundation
Session II:  Economic Convergence with EU Policies (Sheraton Hotel, Begonia Hall, 1st floor)
Main topics: Prospects of the Deep and Comprehensive FTA with the EU, challenges and regulatory convergence, energy security issues, energy efficiency and renewable energy, trade and economic related reforms 

Moderated by: Mr. Kakha Gogolashvili – Director, European Studies, Georgian Foundation for Strategic and International Studies 
Main Discussants (5 minutes):

1. Mr. Gunner Wiegand – Director, Directorate of Eastern Europe, Southern Caucasus, Central Asian Republics, Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission 
2. Ms. Tamar Kovziridze – Chief Adviser to the Prime Minister of Georgia 
3. Mrs. Mariam Valishvili – First Deputy Minister of Energy of Georgia
4. Mr. Geir Westgaard – Member of the Board of the EU-Georgia Business Council, Statoil ASA, Vice president and Head of the EU Affairs Office in Brussels 
5. Mr. Vakhtang Lezhava – Chief Adviser to the Prime Minister of Georgia
Interventions (3 minutes):
1. Mr. Fadi Asli – Chairman of the Board, International Chamber of Commerce in Georgia 
2. Mr. Dimitri Kemoklidze – Director, EU Project – Georgian-European Economic Policy and Legal Advice Centre (GEPLAC)
3. Mr. Irakli Rekhviashvili – Project Manager, Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative, Open Society Institute 
13:30 – 15:00 Lunch (Sheraton Hotel, Sunflower Restaurant, ground floor) 
15:00 – 16:30 Two parallel thematic sessions 

Session III:  Democracy and Rule of Law (Sheraton Hotel, Camelia Hall, 1st floor)
Main topics: Georgia’s “Second Wave” of Democratic Reforms in action, increased media pluralism, enhancing role of the Parliament and independence of the judiciary, results of the local elections, reinforcement of the rule of law

Moderated by: Dr. Matyas Eörsi – Former Leader of ALDE Group, Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, Former Chairperson, European Affairs Committee of the Parliament of the Republic of Hungary 

Main Discussants (5 minutes):

1. Ms. Khatuna Kalmakhelidze – Minister of for Corrections and Legal Assistance of Georgia
2. Mr. Gunner Wiegand – Director, Directorate of Eastern Europe, Southern Caucasus, Central Asian Republics, Directorate General for External Relations, European Commission
3. Mr. Giorgi Kandelaki – Deputy Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, Parliament of Georgia
4. Mr. Irakli Adeishvili – Judge, Chamber of Civil Cases, Tbilisi Appeal Court
5. Ms. Tinatin Burjaliani – First Deputy Minister of Justice of Georgia
6. Mr. Giorgi Chanturia – Director General, Georgian Public Broadcaster

Interventions (3 minutes):
1. Mr. Markus Meckel – Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of GDR and Former Member of the Bundestag
2. Mr. Borys Wodz – Special Representative of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe in Georgia 
Session IV: People to People Contacts and the EU supported projects (Sheraton Hotel, Begonia Hall, 1st floor)
Main topics: Different dimensions of the people to people contacts: education, culture, youth, new opportunities for participation in the EU projects and programmes
Moderated by: Mr. Paul Doubleday – British Council Director in the South Caucasus
Main Discussants (5 minutes):

1. Mr. Giorgi Khachidze – Minister of Environmental Protection and Natural Resource of Georgia
2. Mr. Giorgi Avaliani – First Deputy Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs of Georgia 
3. Mr. Giorgi Kipiani – Deputy Minister of Culture and Monument Protection of Georgia

4. Mr. Nodar Surguladze – Deputy Minister of Education and Science of Georgia 
5. Mr. Oliver Reisner – Project Manager, Delegation of the European Union to Georgia 

6. Mrs. Tamar Beruchashvili – First Deputy State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration
Interventions (3 minutes):
1. Mr. David Lordkipanidze – Director of the Georgian National Museum 

2. Ms. Lika Glonti – National TEMPUS Office Coordinator
3. Mr. Malkhaz

 HYPERLINK "http://www.osgf.ge/index.php?lang_id=GEO&sec_id=94"  Saldadze – Civil Society Support Program Coordinator, Open Society Georgia Foundation
16:30 – 17:00 Break (coffee/tea) 

17:00 – 17:30 Closing session / Summing up (Sheraton Hotel, Camelia Hall, 1st floor)
Closing remarks:

Mr. David Darchiashvili – Chairman, Committee on European Integration, Parliament of Georgia
Mr. Giorgi Baramidze – Vice Prime Minister of Georgia, State Minister on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration 

20:00 Dinner (on Behalf of Mr. Levan Varshalomidze, Head of the Government of the Autonomous Republic of Adjara, Venue: Restaurant Megrul-Lazuri, Batumi, Departure from Intourist Palace Hotel, at 19:45)  
July 17

Excursion:  Batumi Botanical Garden – Gonio Castle

(Departure from Intourist Palace Hotel, at 10:00 a.m.)
Working languages of the conference are Georgian and English

PAGE  
3

