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Since the launch of the EU`s new initiative – “Eastern Partnership”, Georgia has been effectively involved in both bilateral and multilateral formats of cooperation. The Government of Georgia regards the initiative as an effective mechanism for cooperation with the EU and its Eastern partners, which goes far beyond the current European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) frames and foresees greater opportunities for the political association and economic integration with the EU.
The main principles and perspectives offered by the Eastern Partnership are largely in line with Georgia’s priorities: Conclusion of an Association Agreement including Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA), Gradual visa liberalization, Energy security, political, economic and social convergence with the EU and etc. The multilateral cooperation with other partner countries is successfully developing in the framework of Thematic Platforms and different Flagship Initiatives on good governance and democracy, energy diversification and efficiency, integrated border management, trade and regulatory convergence, economic development, culture and education. 
With regards to the bilateral cooperation, the launch of negotiations on the Association Agreement including DCFTA will bring political and economic relationship between Georgia and the EU on a new level.
In the context of the Russia-Georgia war and ongoing occupation by Russia of Georgia’s territories as well as continuing annexation policy of these territories and the ethnic cleansing, the EU’s role becomes more and more important. At this stage, it is critical to recognize the fact of occupation and maintain and enhance the EUMM’s presence on the ground. The EU's support for implementation of the State Strategy of the Government of Georgia on Occupied Territories and its Action Plan has a particular significance in the light of building peace and stability in the region.
Since 2007, it has become a good tradition initiated by the Office of the State Minister of Georgia for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration to organise the semi-annual conferences – “Georgia’s European Way” with the special purpose: to demonstrate progress of the ENP Action Plan implementation and discuss the main issues of EU-Georgia relations. The conference brings together the representatives of the Government of Georgia, the European Commission, the EU Member states, as well as diplomatic corps, Georgian and European MPs, local and international NGOs. 

The 7th International Conference “Georgia’s European Way” will be held on 15-17, 2010 in Batumi, to discuss the cooperation in the framework of the Eastern Partnership, namely the issues of improvement of Security and Stability, the EU’s role in Russia-Georgia conflict resolution, political association and economic convergence with the EU, the preparation for the DCFTA with the EU, as well as prospect for development of people to people contacts. 

The conference will include four thematic sessions:
The Session on Security and Stability will be dedicated to the Security and Stability Challenges in the Eastern Partnership region, the EU’s increased role in Russia-Georgia conflict resolution, the EU’s support in implementation of the State Strategy of the Government of Georgia on the Occupied Territories – “Engagement Through Cooperation”. 
The Session on Democracy and Rule of Law will discuss Georgia’s “Second Wave” of Democratic Reforms in action, increased media pluralism, enhancing role of the Parliament and independence of the judiciary, further improvement and changes of the electoral legislation and reinforcement of the rule of law.

The Session on Economic Convergence with EU policies will discuss prospects of the Deep and Comprehensive FTA with the EU, challenges of regulatory convergence, energy security issues, energy efficiency and renewable energy, trade and economic related reforms. 

The Session on People to People Contacts and the EU Projects will invite different stakeholders from the EU and Georgia to discuss different dimensions of the People to People Contacts: education, culture, youth, as well as new opportunities for participation in the EU projects and programmes. 
Organisation of the Conference 
The Conference is funded by the European Union and organised by the Office of the State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration and IBF International Consulting.

For further information please contact: 
Office of the State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration
Address: 7, Ingorokva str., Tbilisi 0134, Georgia

Tel/Fax: (+995 32) 92 30 55

E-mail: conferencegeorgia@yahoo.com 
http://eu-integration.gov.ge 
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